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THOUGH Br, Aitchison's treatise is essentially a metal-
lurgical text-book, it breaks new ground in that it regards
the subject principally from the point of view of the
engineer. The descriptions of processes are brief, and
the properties, especially the mechanical properties, of the
products are fully dealt with, also the variation of those
properties by heat or other treatment, and the defects
which may occur in course of manufacture, for instance,
from pathological conditions of the ingots.

The sweet simplicity of the time when wrought iron
was the chief constructive material, and steel was only
used for tools, cutlery, and similar purposes, has passed
away. Now steel has superseded wrought iron for almost
all purposes, and the metallurgist supplies a vast range
of steel materials, widely varying in their properties,
amongst which the engineer chooses one specially adapted
to any particular application. This text-book deals in
great detail with the modern alloy steels.
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